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1. Common Sub-pr oject

The main research axis “BETA/Cé&eg Alsace” can  propose in co-operation with its RIG
partners within the framework of “MENTAL CHANGE" integrated project is centred around
the following basc theme:
“Towardsa learning regional community network for ‘ERA’ strengthening
in the knowledge-based society ”

The concept of “Leaning regiond community network” provides a coherent and
comprehensive agpproach to face the ever-changing chdleges of the knowledge-based
economy of the new millennium. It has the following basic characteristics:

Hrg, it isan dl-inclusve community network open to proactive partners, where:

— Leaning is placed a the heart of the community development by consdering it as a
cumulative investment within a socia process that provides a comparative advantage
for the overdl socio-economic development;

— Both forma and nonforma learning resources ae inter-linked and  equaly
gppreciated and recogni sed;

— Economic and education partners interact, co-operate and share ther learning and
knowledge resources within the community’s space with openness and interactivity
within larger spaces,

— Innovations are supported by interactive learning among learning organisations and
individuds within the regiond community network and other regiond community
networking within the “ERA”.

Secondly, the use of “learning technologies’ as means to reduce digitd and socid divide
by: dlowing for dl the possbilities of acquiring a full range of literacy and learning, and
edablishing intra and inter community networks to share common concerns and best
practices as an integrd part of the preparation process for the emerging knowledge-based

Society.

Its overall basic goal steps:

- Sep 1. Assessment of the current date-of- the at, including the literature review and
identification of samples of exigting “ effective practices’.

- Sep 2. Contribution to the conceptudisaion and condruction of an overdl
methodologica framework (gpproach) for the project “Mental Change — Accderating
into the European future of e-government of knowledge economy”.

- Sep3: Conceptudisng and conducting (et regiond networking level) a fidd investigation
into the perception, role and effective practices of a sample of ICT service providers and
users on the bass of in-depth semi-directive interviews in order to congtruct the necessary
interpretivelillustrative case studies.

- Sep 4. Evdudion and interpretation of the results formulation of policy
recommendations, reporting and dissemination activities (workshops, conferences and
forums and publications) at regiona, national and European levels.




2. BETA/ Céreq Alsace, UniversitéL ouis Pasteur, Strasbourg | (France)

Founded in 1972 within the Universty Louis Pasteur of Strasbourg, BETA is a research
laboratory associated to the French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) since
1985. It is one of the mgor French academic team in economics (micro, macro and industria
organision), management, innovetion dudies, science policy evauation, technology
foresght, VET and labour economics. It includes, on the average, 45 researchers and 55 PhD
students and post-doctoral researchers. Many methodologicd methods are used: micro and
macro-economic andyss, history of economic thought, modelling methods and field work.

BETA has a consderable experience in European research programmes. In the past decades,
it performed the evduation of the nationd and international pace programmes (i.e. spinnoffs
sudy of the European space policy for ESA, as wel as some nationd policies in the field).
For the European Community, BETA has, then, participated in the FAST-MUST programme
and evauated BRITE-EURAM. Recently, it has been working on severa research and
networking programmes. among others, Advanced Science and Technology Policy Planning
(ASTPP), Strrategies and Policies for Systemic Innovaion and Convergence in Europe
(CONVERGE), Technology and Infrastructures Policy in the Knowledge Based Economy
(TIPIK), Socrates “LifeQual Project - Effective Process for Acquistion of Qudification for
Lifdong Leaning’, “FAME — Vocationd Identity, Hexibility and Mobility in the European
Labour Market” and “EURONE&T: Towards the European Society — Chdlenges for
Education and Training Policies and Research aisng from the European Integration and
Enlargement”.

One of BETA'’s teams, specidised in the sudy of reations between education, VET, <Kills,
employment and socid inclusion, is the Céreq Alsace. This team which includes 14 members
from various disciplines (educationd sciences, economics, sociology, philosophy,...) beongs
to the French network of research centres associated to Céreq: The French Centre for
Research on Employment and Qudifications. Besides these academic and scientific activities,
BETA/Céreq Alsace has to fulfil a regiond misson of assstance to the socid partners and
Stae adminigration in the fidd of training and employment.

Contact person:

Dr M'Hamed DIF

BETA/Céreq Alsace,

University Louis Pasteur of Strasbourg,

The European Pole (P.E.G.E.),

61, avenue de laForét Noire,

67000 Strashourg (France),

E-Mall: mdif @cournot.ustrasbg.fr

Tel: 33(0)390 24 21 67 (DL-Office)

Td & Fax: +33 (0)3 88 22 33 47 (DL-Private)
Te: 33 (0)3 90 24 20 69 (Secretariat BETA)
Fax: 33 (0)3 90 24 20 70/71 (BETA)




3. RIG partners

3.1. “CRCI-Alsace” :

“CRCI-Alssce”  (Chambre Régionde de Commerce & d'Indudstrie d' Alsace Regiond
Chamber for Commerce and Industry) is a public establishment which represents regiond
interests in the main indugtridl and commercia sectors and co-ordinates the resources of the
CCls Chambres de Commerce et dindugtrie) in Alsace region where there are over 45,000
SMEs. Its nework has four man activities to contribute to the creation of innovative
activities, to succeed in export markets, to develop new technologies of information and
communication and to save the environment.

CRCI-Alsace has a long experience in the domain related to the “Menta Change’ proposal
through its effective participation in severa regiond, nationd and European projects and/or
networks such as:
COGITO: a regiond programme in partnership with the Regiond Council of Alsace and
the Regiond Office for Indusry, Research and Environment (DRIRE Alsace) with the
am of deveoping effective practice of economic intdligence within Alsatian firms and
helping them to become more innovative, proactive and efficient.
E-LIVE: A European Programme for the devedopment of a learning and innovation
network for SMEs (based on adult learning and knowledge management principles and
processes) with the am of enabling them to cross the digitd divide, to learn and share
knowledge within and between severd regons in the European space;
IRC (Innovation Relay Centres): A European network to support innovation and the
development of technologica co-operation and partnership between providers and users
of technology;
Car industry pole for Alsace-Franche-Comte regions, which groups dl actors active in
thisfield of the indudtry in order to reinforce its development within the two regions.

In connection with the proposd, the CRCl will contribute to the “learning regiond
community nework” within the overdl move towards a learning and knowledge-based
soaety bascdly viaits
Work on the development of inter-firm relations and co-operdive activities with a high
vaue added to concerned firms.
Action as a regiond catdys in recruiting SMEs to the network, identifying their needs
regarding the initiive in Knowledge management and training, supplying them with
concrete and gpplicable methods and supporting them with technologicd infrastructure

Contact person:

Maryse Demissy

CRCI ALSACE

3 qua Kléber

Le Sébastopol

67000 STRASBOURG

E-MAIL : m.demissy@a sace.cai.fr

Td: +(33)3 88 76 45 18 (DL-Office)
Fax : +(33)3 88 76 45 01 (Office)




3.2. Alsace Development Agency (ADA):

ADA is a regiond development and economic promotion agency of Alsace region with an
increesng European and internationd networking development role. Its usud missons are

bas

In

cdly to:

facilitate the access of regiond actors to international procurement contracts, and support
their internationa development, co-operation and partnership;

accompany investment and development projects in the region, and promote cross-border
co- operation, technologica innovation and new technologies.

connection with the domain of our proposd “Menta Change’, ADA possess a long

danding experience in effectivdy contributing to the emerging “learning regiond community
network” in Alsace through its actions as:

contributor to the creation of technology clusters a regiond, cross-border and
internatiord  levds, notably in the domans of: biotechnology and life scences
(Biovdley), optodectronics (RHENAPHOTONICS), information technologies (e-Alsace,
Tderegion) and of environmenta technologies (ECORHENA).

member of the Alsace Technology Network, and consequently acts as a facilitator for
companies and project developers looking to finance their innovetive projects and
technology development.

monitor in the European and internationd public tender cals regarding technology issues
by drculaing the information to interested bodies, firms, research laboratories and
experts, and providing project management ass stance once they are accepted.

Contact person:

Brian Martin
5, rue Turenne,
67000 Strasbourg,

Td

- (33)388 77 67

Fax: (33)38824 77 77

3.3. APR (Association de Prospective Rhénane) :

APR (the Rhine Vdley Foresght Association) is a non-profit association in the field of
regiond studies and foresight. It isan interdisciplinary team of academicians and
professonas involved in the domain of:

Territorid foresght and development policies;
Urban and loca management and devel opment;
Socio-economic andyss of inter-regiona and cross-border relationships.

It has recently taken in charge for nationa and regiond inditutions (agencies, minidries) the
redlisation of research contracts and/or workshops and forums for ng ICT development
a regiond leve, the importance of the associative and co-operative organisations (économie

0C

de et solidaire) in the regiona economy, and the dynamics of territoria organisation.

Within the framework of the present proposd (Menta Change), APR will contribute to the
sudy of the regiona aspects of the ICT development and its role in the cregtion of a culture of
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co-operation, mutud learning, knowledge sharing and entrepreneurship in the context of the
emerging knowledge society/economy.

Contact person:

Pr. Vincent Claustre,

The European Pole (P.E.G.E.),
61, avenue de la Forét Noire,
67000 Strasbourg (France),
Td: (33)324 2162




