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LETTER OF COMMITMENT

To participate as partner of the project “SKILL SHORTAGE”

@LIS Call for Proposals  (e-learning and cultural diversity)

FORMATEX (Asociación Extremeña de Formación Tecnológica) Undertakes to work on the pilot project "SKILL SHORTAGE”, submitted by LRE-EGO-CreaNET Research Educational Laboratory of the University of Florence, Italy, under the @LIS programme.

We would be pleased to cooperate with the project promoter and the rest of partners in the following aspects of the project development:

· Collaborating in researches on the social and cultural effects of introducing Groupware technology. There has not been much interest in developing a framework or approach that would take such social and cultural aspects into account.   However there is in one body of research called Social Informatics whose concepts, if utilised properly, may be able to alleviate some of the encountered problems (organisations tend to view groupware as a technical product to solve a technical problem and pay scant regard to the social and cultural effects of introducing groupware to their organisation or institution).  We would be very interested in collaborating in the research on whether adapting some of the concepts advocated by Social Informatics, specifically those pertaining to Socio-Technical development approaches, can alleviate some of the social and cultural problems of introducing Groupware into the educational environment, as well as on case studies surveys developments.
· Design, evaluation and validation of new educational materials.

· Experiences on Collaborative learning in Distributed Environments in the area of Science and Technology.

· Development and experiences on open-source collaborative working and learning environments.

· Design of Virtual Communities

· Disseminating the progress and results of the project through our International Conference ICTE2002 and ICTE2003 and any other action: Launching the web site, Preparing a project's brochure (electronic and printed), etc.

· Development of high quality interactive multimedia applications for educational purposes and all kinds of on- and off-line graphic and Internet interfaces.
· Evaluation of the Project in Spain.

FORMATEX (Asociacion Extremeña de Formacion Tecnologica) is a regional technological organization working on several fields related with knowledge society aiming our region’s (Extremadura) development through ICTs. It closely works with other regional institutions as University of Extremadura (mainly through the Computer Science and Physics Department, some of members belong to) and Directorate General of Information Society of the Regional Ministry of Education, Science and Technology.

Regarding our current related activities, we are collaborating in several European projects:

· Project e-Extremadura (eEurope) (Regional Programs of Innovative Actions), with three main goals:

 1. Creation and adaptation of digital contents for the regional Intranet of Extremadura.

 2. Differential technological literacy

 3. Promotion of a new enterprise and laboral culture (New ways of working and learning, Knowledge Managing, etc.)

See www.e-extremadura.org for details.

· Plan de Alfabetización Tecnológica (Technological Literacy Plan) (e-Learning Program of the EU): we are designing educational materials on CD-ROM  on Networking/Teleworking. These materials have used in the  network of Nuevos Centros del Conocimiento (New Centres of  Knowledge) existing in our region for giving courses on all aspects regarding telework (technological, physiological, economical, social, theoretical...). 

http://www.nccextremadura.org/
http://www.formatex.org/accionesteletrabajo.html 

· Finally, our members are actively participating in the Vivernet Program “VIVERNET: Business Centres For New Technologies”, which responds to the main objectives of the Go-Digital program (E-Commerce) and with the objective  of training and helping those new entrepreneurs in the region developing their work in the net, by offering them both new opportunities of getting a promising job, and a new enterprising spirit to face the challenges the Information and Communication Technologies presents whose goal is to enhance the creation of enterprise initiatives in the field of Information Society (technology-based enterprises).

http://www.vivernet.com
· At this moment we are organizing the forthcoming International Conference on Information and Communication Technologies in Education (ICTE2002), to be held in November 2002 in Badajoz (Extremadura, Spain), http://www.formatex.org/icte2002.html . To date more than 500 proposals have been received for presentation, which will make this event one of the most important meetings on new learning and working environments in Europe. Several EU funded projects related with ICTs in Education will be presented during this international meeting.

Other projects as the organization of the “Jornadas de Jovenes Emprendedores en la Sociedad de la Informacion” (Meeting of Young Entrepreneurs in the Information Society”, or the edition of our forthcoming book "Technological and Legal Aspects of Information Society and New Economy: an Overview" can be seen on the Formatex website (www.formatex.org).

We hereby express our interest in being an active part of this Project and collaborating in reaching their goals and disseminating their results.
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Antonio Méndez Vilas



José Antonio Mesa Gonzalez

President of FORMATEX



Secretary

Badajoz, Spain, July, 4th 2002
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